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Abstract:

Institutions are the heart of America’s domestic political and legal stability during the 20th
century. These include Congress, President, and court system. They also include social
institutions, such as media, universities, and the bar. These have eroded over the past 30-40
years. Some reasons are economic- rising gap between rich and poor, globalization. Others are
technological (social media and Internet eroding the traditional role of media). Others are
political and legal (gerrymandering + Supreme Court decisions increasing the ability of large
donors to affect politics. The effect of this has been to erode key American institutions.
Examples include: spreading polarization and dysfunction in Congress, decline of traditional
media, breakdown of implicit political norms (filibuster, blocking of judicial nominees). And now:
rising populism, with Trump's 2016 election as most visible manifestation.
The key question going forward is: will these core problems get addressed? Key things to watch
include: 2018 Pennsylvania gerrymandering case, new discussion of possible regulation on
social media, potential results of 2018 midterm elections.
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