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ABSTRACT:

What does it means for a nation’s crime policy to be seen as successful? During the last 20
years crime in the US has declined from unusually high levels to lows not seen in 60 years.
After explaining how we measure and analyze crime, this talk will examine a variety of policy
choices societies must make when designing systems to deal with crime. Curiously, despite
providing more safety and much greater fairness than in the past there are still questions about
whether the US system is “just”. While the US continues to have higher rates of violent crime
than most other OECD countries, there is much that can be learned from the American
experience, both in how we can reduce crime and how we can address society’s demands for
justice.
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