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ABSTRACT:

The recognition that human social systems must live in harmony with nature and with the
production of services by the biosphere is found in many ancient writings. Along with what is
currently viewed as the beginning of ecosystem science in ca. 1935, Aldo Leopold promoted
within the scientific community land use ethics, that would compatibly integrate the activities
of MAN within restrictions imposed by natural systems, and would, thereby, ensure their
integrity. Establishment of methods to utilize our collective knowledge to support ecosystem
stewardship has subsequently been emphasized in international science programs, including
current efforts under the broadly supported program FUTURE EARTH.

Nevertheless, transdisciplinary approaches to resource management which merge natural and
social sciences remain a challenge due to the complexity and unique nature of every regional
social‐ecological‐system. Although general methodologies remain elusive, agreement on
stepwise approaches may eventually be identified as case studies focusing on `Learning by
Doing´ accumulate. The presentation will briefly address two such case studies, one carried out
in Vietnam and the other in South Korea, that have been organized conceptually from
ecosystem and hydrological watershed viewpoints, and that attempt to link with social science
perspectives via stakeholder interviews related to economic gains and individual decision‐
making. Problems with respect to the approach as well as with respect to hopes for success in
solving environmental management problems will be discussed.
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