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ABSTRACT:

It is often said that China has many different dialects but only one written language. However,
this is not entirely true — Cantonese speakers have been reading, writing, and publishing texts
in Cantonese for more than two centuries. This presentation addresses the following
questions: What is written Cantonese and how does it relate to standard written Chinese? How
did written Cantonese develop historically - who used it, where, and for what? Why has written
Cantonese become more widely used than the written form of any other Chinese dialect? Why
should we care about written Cantonese — or about the written form of any Chinese dialect?
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