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ABSTRACT:

Since 2002 the Chinese Communist Party has promoted the growth of the country’s middle class.
For China’s urban population the prospect of an expanding middle class is the promise of
increasing prosperity. For the Chinese Communist Party an expanding middle class is seen as
delivering legitimacy through that economic prosperity, and in the process establishing a new
foundation for social harmony. The rest of the world sees China’s growing middle class as a
driver for greater democracy, with which it believes it will feel more comfortable; and an
indicator of the PRC’s greater global integration. The problem with this analysis is that while the
middle classes have certainly grown in numbers with economic growth since 1978, that
expansion has been both limited and not independent of the Party‐state. About 12 per cent of

the population can be identified as middle class: a well‐established middle class that is closely
associated with the Party‐state and a not‐so‐well established entrepreneurial middle class.
These middle classes show no evidence of wanting regime change, though there is evidence of
critical views of the state of social justice and a desire for social change.
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This event is open to all and entry is on a first come, first served basis. For any queries email
yg73@duke.edu or call 3665 7149.

