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ABSTRACT:

It is well known that women are underrepresented in STEM fields, namely science, technology,
engineering and maths. Even in biology and medicine which have a relatively high proportion of
women, there are very few at the top levels due to the “leaky pipeline” and “glass ceiling”
phenomena. The case is most severe for physics, so much so that in 2000 the International Union
of Pure and Applied Physics set up a Working Group on Women in Physics (WGWIP) to study this
problem, and encouraged all member societies to set up a WGWIP. During my ten years in this
Group I was amazed to see the similarities and differences of the status of women around the
world; the situation in China is neither the best nor the worst. Since we set up the first WGWIP
of the Chinese Physical Society, we have made considerable progress, but still face many
challenges. I will briefly review the overall situation of women in STEM both at home and abroad,
past and present, and look towards the future.
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